. BISA's Newsletter -- Official Source of Information
April 2006

Volume 24, Issues 1-4 .
“Reaching for Excellence Through

Black Women in Sisterhood Continuous Achievement”
for Action, Inc.

Copyright by BISA, 2006

Special Article

» BISA’s Black History

ﬁﬂngnyr\ll(l)_%?;] S E)I(Sg%%s Pictured left to right, Constance Young, |
v Scholar, Bennett College, Dr. Verna S. Cook, BISA

National President and Dontria Brawner, BISA
* BISA Scholars Annual Scholar. Penn State

Back-to-School Brunch kkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhhk

As you peruse this publication,
you will notice that BISA is
unwavering in its pursuit to
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» Board of Trustees strategically ~ articulate  the across America. Today, BISA Tpgether,l we can make a
needs and changes that BISA has 60 successful graduates, 3g difference! Our children are
 Partnership with The must make to provide greater ongoing scholars and 313 our future.
National Caucus and learning opportunities for our distinguished black women in its Verna S. Cook, Ph.D.

Center on Black Aged,young scholars. Our number network. ; .
Inc. 2 one goal is to make every effort National President
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BISA’s Career Closet BISA ig prgviding scholarship ass?stance for inner city young black women to continue their

education in colleges, of their choice, across the country.

o Association forthe We are facing many problems: unemployment, poverty, youth violence, teenage
Study of African pregnancy, homelessness, inadequate education, lack of adequate support for in-home
American Life and care of the elderly, and AIDS. Unless we take an active role in working to solve these
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Song” caring gift, through the CFC, will touch the lives of many students. Your pledge will
HELP. THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! CFC #1619
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BISA hosted its annual
brunch and educational
workshop on Sunday,
January 8, 2006 at the BISA
house for the scholars and
their families. The scholars
and their families, from the
Washington, DC area,
enjoyed a wonderful brunch
prepared by the BISA
members and volunteers.
Stacey Brown, BISA
member, presented a
workshop on "Where Am |
Headed: Am | On Track?.”
Scholars  were  provided
copies of literature on
Resume Writing, “How to
Land Your First Job” and “9
Steps to Financial Fitness”.

Students  attending  the
brunch and workshop
included: Artisia Barton
(Bowie  State), Reneca
Green (Penn State), Ericka
Cottman (Virginia
Commonwealth University),
Candice Brown  (Virginia
State University) and
Dontria  Brawner (Penn
State), Janelle Williams
(Cheyney  State), Erika
Ransom and Chymaria Ball

II( _ (

(Temple Univ.), Shante  Turner (January 7), Pearlina
Johnson (Virginia  State), Kemp (January 10), Jacqueline
Lorena Harper (University of Foster (January 27), Amber
Maryland-Eastern Shore), Gauthia (February 1), Cordnesha
Marie Celin (University of Mosby (March 4), Cindy Okolo
Maryland-College Park). (March 12), Janelle Williams

(March 17).

Janelle Williams, BISA Scholar,
Cheyney State University

Parents and guests in

attendance included, Ms. All students present were
Andrea Stockton-Barton, Ms. awarded scholarship checks for
Edna Green, Ms. Rita Neal, the second semester. Checks
Ms. LaTonya Allen, Ms. were mailed to BISA scholars
Bernadette Dickerson, Ms. attending other universities.
Sharon Harper, Ms. Tamara
Brown, Ms. Unique Coleman,

and Ms. Gloria Bland. BISA
members in attendance Pictured left to I’Ight, Mary Reede, BISA

included Stacey Brown Member and guest, Gloria Bland.

Valeria Wilson, Iris Drayton,
Mary Reede and Dr. Verna
Cook. BISA volunteers
included: Mr. Walter Brooks,
Mr. Roland Wilson and Mr.
Merrill Lloyd. BISA Alumni in
attendance included: Tamil
Perry and Alana Frazier.

We celebrated BISA Scholars

birthdays for the months of Pictured left to right: Stacey Brown, BISA

January, February and March.  Member and Marie Celin, BISA Scholar,

BISA Scholars celebrating University of Maryland-College Park..

birthdays included: Chymaria Pictured left to right: Unique Coleman
Ball (January 5), Cassandra and Alana Frazier, BISA Graduate
Carey (January 7), Marjory

Pictured left to right: Shante Johnson,

Pictured I. to r., Lorena Harper, BISA Scholar, BISA Scholar, Virginia State University
University of Maryland-Eastern Shore, Ms. and her mother, Ms. Rita Neal

Harper (mother of Lorena) and Dr. Verna S.

Cook

BISA Scholars from Washington, DC, Maryland, and Pennsylvania

Pictured left to right:

Pictured I. to r., .
Bernadette Dickerson,

Ms. LaTonya

Allen (mother of (mother of Tanisha Dickerson,
Chymaria) and BISA Scholar), Reneca
Chymaria Ball, Green, BISA Scholar, Penn
BISA Scholar, State, and Valeria Wilson,
Temple BISA Member

University
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Ms. Alice Robinson, Director, Black Studies
Division, Martin Luther King Jr. Library, host of
BISA'’s exhibit for 18 years.

The Oxon Hill Branch Library, Oxon Hill,
Maryland, has placed BISA’s exhibit in a large
display hall entering the Sojourner Truth Room
of the library. Sojourner Truth (1779-1893) one
of BISA’s first distinguished black women of its
calendar of 1985.

For the past 18 years, BISA has been
sharing with local and national
communities across America honoring
Black History and Women's History
Months with an exhibition of
photographs and vignettes of its
distinguished Black women, past and
present, featured in its Annual
Scholarship Calendar. The Martin
Luther King Jr. Memorial Library,
Washington, DC is the site for the
annual educational exhibit of BISA's
calendar of Distinguished Black
Women during the months of
February and March. During the
exhibition, copies of photographs and
vignettes of the calendar women are
made available for the general public.

BISA has the same exhibit of its
calendar on display at the Oxon Hill
Branch Library, for the months of
February and March. In honor of one
of the country’'s truly remarkable
women, Prince George's County
Memorial Library System named a
special place for its African American
Research Collection, The Sojourner
Truth Room. This room has become

0

part of the collection.

The DBW featured in both exhibits
are, Kim M. Keenan (Senior Trial
Attorney, Jack H. Olender &
Associates, PC), C. Virginia Fields
(former President, Manhattan
Borough of New York), Linda Dukes-
Campbell (Chief, Office of
Community and Media Relations,
NASA John H. Glenn Research
Center), Wanda A. Alexander
(President & CEO, Horizon
Consulting, Inc.), Eutrace A. Oliver
(Director Media Relations, Dominion
Ohio), Michele S. Jones (Command
Sergeant Major, Army Reserve),
Patricia L. Schmoke (Medical
Doctor, Ophthalmology), Dr. Martha
E. Dawson (CEO 4M Executive
Coaching Team, Inc.), Andrea L.
Zopp (former Senior Vice President,
General Counsel and Corp.
Secretary, Sears Holdings
Corporation), Gina F. Adams (Vice
President, Government Affairs, FedEx
Corporation), Darlene L. Cox
(President & CEO, The University
Hospital, Newark, New Jersey), and

an outstanding regional resource and Danita Harris  (Anchor, WEWS
includes first editions and other rare NewsChannel5, Cleveland, Ohio).

books, an extensive periodical . . .
collection of over 16,000 catalogued Pleasgl hvnsn BItSAS‘l website,
items and sheet music by African www.bisa-nq.org 0 ‘earn more
American composers. BISA’s annual abqut Black Women in Sisterhood for
calendar and the current five volumes Action, Inc. (BISA).
of Distinguished Black Women are a
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BISA was invited to participate in the U.S. Department of Commerce, Annual
National African-American History Month 2006, Cultural Expo and Trade Fair on
February 16, at the Herbert C. Hoover Building, Washington, DC. In observance of
National African-American History Month 2006, the U.S. Department of
Commerce’s Minority Business Development Agency sponsored this event to
highlight African-American entrepreneurs. Dr. Verna Cook, National President,
Valeria Wilson, BISA member and Carrie White, a BISA part-time employee
attended this event to provide information about BISA, distribute literature and sell
BISA’s products.

Dr. Cook received valuable information on the U.S. Department of Commerce two-
week summer internship program for its scholars.

A special thanks to the U.S. Department of Commerce
great networking and information sharing event

for inviting BISA to a

BISA P.O. Box 1592 Wash., DC 20013 *Phone (202) 543 -6013/Fax (202) 543-5719 *Email: info@bisa-hqg.org *Website: www.bisa-hq.org
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vy McCottry , a third year BISA
scholar attending Cornell University,
Ithaca, New York, is attending
Cornell's Washington DC program for
the Spring 2006 semester. An urban
and regional studies major, Ivy is
participating in an externship at the
Housing and Urban Development
Agency (HUD) with a focus on
national policy issues. During the
summer, 2006, Ivy will be attending
the Public Policy and International

Affairs (PPIA) Junior Summer Institute (June 18-August 5,
2006) at the University of California-Berkeley. The PPIA
Summer Institute seeks to prepare future leaders for graduate
studies. Participants of the PPIA program possess a
commitment to public service and, in particular, to addressing
policy issues most affecting historically under-served
communities and people of color.

Reneca Green, a senior BISA
scholar graduating from Penn State
University (2006), is in early childhood
development. She is practice
teaching in Virginia at West Potomac
High School in the Child Development
Department-Head  Start  program.
After graduation in May, Reneca
plans to continue on to graduate sch-

ool to earn a master's degree in business management and
early childhood development. Her goal is to own and manage
a daycare facility for preschool children. BISA congratulates
Reneca for her excellent progress. She is on track.

1(
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Ms. Gwendolyn Smith lloani

DBW 2004

Lakisha Gantt , a second year
BISA scholar attending North Carolina
Central University (NCCU), majoring
in physical education, is a member of
the Lady Eagles track team. The
Lady Eagles made history by winning
the 2005 Central Intercollegiate
Athletic Association (CIAA) Cross
Country title.  The championship is
the first for any women'’s running sport
(cross country, indoor track and field, outdoor track and field)
at NCCU. Lakisha has been involved in indoor/outdoor track
and field, cross country and softball since o grade at
Anacostia Senior High School in Washington, DC. During high
school, she won 20 Indoor/Outdoor Track and Field Medals,
six cross country medals and seven trophies. She continues
her love for sports in college. BISA congratulates Lakisha and
her college teammates for making history by winning the CIAA
2005 Cross-Country Championship.

Isharon Reynolds , a first year

BISA scholar attending Kent State

University of Ohio, plans to major in

nursing. She was among six students

from Kent State selected to attend a

national leadership conference for young

leaders of America. The conference was

held in Washington, DC for one weekend.

The central theme of the conference was

about motivating young African Americans

to take the next step and become the leaders of the future.
The presenters revisited the struggles and triumphs of African
Americans that took place in the 1900's; each decade,
beginning with the Niagara Movement through the Million Man
March in 2000, and the 2005 devastation of lives and property
by Hurricane Katrina on African Americans throughout the gulf
coast and across America. Isharon was also very impressed
with the history of slavery as the youth group investigated
original legal and rare documents of enslavement such as
auction records, wills and bills of sales. She says, “we actually
got to examine and hold original leg irons, wrist shackles and
other artifacts ...But to hold and to think someone of African
descent, my people, was chained to it, made me cry. To read
and hear about it is one thing, but when it is presented in your
face is another. It was like a spirit came over me.” Isharon
says, “This conference and the programs provided a lot of
insight on how to be a leader; and why it is very necessary in
this day and age that we prepare ourselves to take the
responsibility!”

*% kkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkk *kkkkkkkkhkkk *kkkkk

Ms. lloani, a BISA Distinguished Woman of 2004, is Chairman, President and CEO of Smith Whiley
& Company, a privately owned investment firm. The firm has its headquarters in Hartford,

Connecticut, and an office in Evanston, lllinois.

Smith Whiley is the largest female and black

female-owned private equity firm in America. BISA salutes Ms. lloani. She is listed among the 50

Most Powerful Black Women in Business

by Black Enterprise in its February 2006 issue. Her

private equity firm ranks number 4 on the BE Private Equity list with $222 million in capital under

her management

BISA P.O. Box 1592 Wash., DC 20013 *Phone (202) 543 -6013/Fax (202) 543-5719 *Email: info@bisa-hqg.org *Website: www.bisa-hq.org
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BISA has a partnership with
the National Caucus and
Center on Black Aged (NCBA).
In the partnership, BISA serves
as Host Agency and provides
training in office work for an
older worker on a part-time
basis. NCBA pays for the part-
time worker for up to one year.

The NCBA-SEP

One of NCBA's major focus
areas is the development and
administration of programs
designed to improve the quality

in local

Ms. Carrie White

cornerstone, a safe work place,
communities where
senior citizens can receive help

<

BISA extends special

=2 >2<

thanks and salutes

its newest

generous donor, Ms. Johanna Polanen of New York.

This brings our number of pledges to 34!

Without

continued pledges, BISA would have a more difficult time
affording stable and suitable office space to administer its
Scholarship Program. Our goal is to raise $100,000.

a

BISA house,

BISA mounted a 40 name perpetual walnut plaque, in the
to extend special
demonstrate its heartfelt gratitude to loyal and generous

appreciation and to

of life for the aged through its to i_mprove their lives and donors who pled_ged $1,000_0r more. We will gladly accept

Senior Employment Program prov_lde valuable ~ support smaller contributions, over time, _that will add up to the full

(SEP). services to families and amount of $1,000. Your name will be added to our Thank-
organizations in their You-Plaque immediately after the receipt of your full pledge.
communities.

Ms. Carrie White, one of the
NCBA SEP participants, has
been working in the BISA
office, as an office assistant,
since January 30, 2006. She is
a valuable asset to the
organization.

senior
(SEP).

employment

n . " .
d Vi 7

The Association for the Study of African Life and History
(ASALH) invited BISA to attend a VIP reception and
screening of Freedom’s Song at the University of the
District of Columbia, on Friday, February 24, 2006.
BISA’s National President, Dr. Verna Cook and Mr.
Walter Brooks, BISA volunteer, attended the reception
and screening.

Following the vision of its founder, the noted historian
Dr. Carter G. Woodson, ASALH has worked for more
than 90 years to set the record straight about the
longstanding neglect and misrepresentation of African
American history reflected in the textbooks, curriculum,
and in the “accepted” practices of United States history.
Freedom’s Song is a curriculum package with a
companion DVD highlighting 100 years of struggle and
triumph of African American history.

The DVD and lessons include 10 pivotal events, one
event for each decade of the 20™ century that was either
omitted from textbooks or marginally addressed.
Lesson One of the DVD is the Niagara Movement
(1900-1910); and major events of each decade through
the Million Man March (1990-2000). This curriculum
package is the latest of many great sources for
educators that ASALH provides. Among others are the
Black History Bulletin, the Journal of African American
History, and its annual Black History Month Resource
kits.
(Continued on page 6)

BISA extends thanks and great
appreciation to NCBA for its
generous support through its
program

We are requesting your support to help sustain The BISA

Experience for our youth, our future leaders.
your $1,000 or more pledge to BISA and mail to: BISA, P.O.
Box 1592, Washington,
telephone BISA with your pledge: (202) 543-6013 or fax your

Please make

DC 20013. You may also

response to (202) 543-5719 day or night. Your pledge is tax
deductible. Again, we thank you for your support!

BISA was invited to join the
Congressional Black Caucus
Foundation (CBCF) and the
Congressional Black Caucus

Spouses as special guests during
the  Third Annual Heritage
Celebration at the Lincoln Theater
in Washington, DC, on Wednesday,
February 1, 2006. This year's
theme was “Drop Me Off In
Harlem”, a tribute to the Harlem
Renaissance.

Iris  Drayton, BISA  member
attended along with BISA
volunteers Tycely Williams, Tamil
Perry, Merril Lloyd, and Kathleen
Cook and BISA supporter Kathleen
Thomas.

The program included: The Duke
Ellington Orchestra, conducted by
Barrie Lee Hall; the Honorable
Danny K. Davis (lllinois) presented
a spoken word tribute to the late

Mrs. Coretta Scott King; three
drama students from Howard
University's

School of Fine Arts presented a
recitation of Langston Hughes
poetry; Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,
Inc. paid homage to Langston
Hughes through “stepping” and,
members of the Washington

Reflections Dance Company
performed various styles of
dance from the Harlem
Renaissance period.

Harvey E. Cummings and
Thurston D. Magill, I, winners of
the CBC Spouses Performing
Arts  Scholarship  performed
saxophone solos.

This year's program was

simulcast on WPFW 89.3 radio
station.

A special thank you to the
CBCEF for inviting BISA.

BISA P.O. Box 1592 Wash., DC 20013 *Phone (202) 543 -6013/Fax (202) 543-5719 *Email: info@bisa-hqg.org *Website: www.bisa-hq.org
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Left, Dr. Verna Cook and right,
Dr. Eleanor Doom

Dr. Eleanor Doom, first lady
and co-pastor of Southern
Baptist Church of Praise and
Worship Center, and her
husband, the Elder Charles
Doom, Jr., pastor, welcomed
Dr. Verna Cook, BISA's
National President, and her
husband, Mr. Walter Brooks to
their congregation of over 500
members on February 19,
2006.

During this very spirited praise
and worship service, Dr. Verna
Cook presented a Certificate of
Appreciation to Dr. Eleanor
Doom for taking a courageous
stand to make a difference in
our society and being a mentor
and role model to our young
women and families in the
Washington DC Metropolitan
area and across America.

(Continued from Page 5)

The Reverend Brenda Alton

The Reverend Brenda Alton, pastor and first lady of
the Harambee United Church of Christ in
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, welcomed BISA’s
president, Verna S. Cook, her husband, Walter
Brooks and their daughter Kathleen Cook to
worship on Sunday, February 26, 2006.

Ms. Alton serves a very diverse inner-city
congregation that strives to “empower the entire
community to be transformed overcomers through
the love of Jesus Christ.” The great love and
interaction among the parishioners, in praise and
worship, were infectious. The youth and very
young members were front and center throughout
the entire worship service.

During the very personable, warm and spirited
service, Dr. Verna Cook presented the Reverend
Brenda Alton with BISA’'s Certificate of
Appreciation, which recognizes her for taking a
courageous stand to make a difference in our
society and being a mentor and role model to our
young scholars families in the greater Harrisburg
area and across America. BISA is deeply honored
that The Reverend Brenda Alton is among its First
Ladies of Great Black Churches.

14 . III
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Left, Dr. Verna Cook, center,
The Reverend Dr. Christine Wiley, and
The Reverend Dr. Dennis Wiley

On March 19, 2006, The Reverend
Dr. Christine Wiley and her
husband, The Reverend Dr. Dennis
Wiley, co-pastor of the Covenant
Baptist Church, Washington, DC,
welcomed Dr. Verna Cook, BISA's
National  President and her
husband, Mr. Walter Brooks, to
their worship service of praise and
very warm fellowship with their over
500 members.

During the service, Dr. Cook
presented BISA’s Award of
Appreciation to Dr. Christine Wiley,
one of BISA'’s First Ladies of Great
Black Churches, who pledged to
continue to guide and open doors
for many more of our youth and
their families to walk through.
Covenant Baptist Church is a great
sanctuary, full of love and spirit for
all. BISA is very honored to be in a
partnership  with this great
congregation!

As the underwriter of this project, Farmers Insurance has,
once again, demonstrated its ongoing commitment to
strengthening communities by providing educators with a
powerful resource that will be helpful in bringing our
history to life for our students.

BISA extends special thanks to ASALH for a great
learning experience! For more information or free teacher
resources on Freedom’s Song, visit
www.freedomssong.net.

", ? (@

The BISA Board of Trustees held a teleconference on
February 16, 2006. Dr. Vernice Ferguson, Vice Chair
of the board, chaired the meeting. The board is fully
engaged with BISA's strategic planning process.

The Strategic Planning Ad Hoc Committee held a
teleconference on March 7, 2006.

The next scheduled Board of Trustees meeting will be
on April 2, full day and April 3, 2006, half day, at the
Kellogg Conference Center, Gallaudet University,
Washington, DC.

The BISA Career Closet has been established at the BISA House under the guidance of Ms. Melinda Emerson, a
Distinguished Black Woman of 2005. With great support from many of BISA’s distinguished women, members and dedicated

supporters, the BISA Career Closet is well stocked.

BISA’s scholars are “shopping” at the BISA House for suits, blouses, skirts, shoes and many other fine accessories. BISA
extends many thanks to its generous donors for helping BISA’s scholars dress for success!

BISA P.O. Box 1592 Wash., DC 20013 *Phone (202) 543 -6013/Fax (202) 543-5719 *Email: info@bisa-hqg.org *Website: www.bisa-hq.org



A New BISA Network

BISA Salutes its First Ladies of Great Black Church es in its 2006 Premiere
Scholarship Calendar.

Today, we are reaching out to First Ladies of Great Black Churches for
guidance, leadership and direction to help us conti nue to serve our youth
and our families in communities across America.

The sale of the 2006 Calendar of “First Ladies of G reat Black Churches” is
also a wonderful opportunity for your Women's G roup, Youth Group or
Educational Program to raise funds. BISA will prov  ide you with the
calendars in bulk, at a discounted rate, directlyt o your church groups.

BISA P.O. Box 1592 Wash., DC 20013 *Phone (202) 543 -6013/Fax (202) 543-5719 *Email: info@bisa-hg.org *Website: www.bisa-hq.org
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Special long st em pink roses in appreciation of
your continuous support to BISA's scholarship
program and the great Career Closet for BISA’s
scholars:

Ms. Mary Jo Dowell, DBW 2002

Dr. Vernice Ferguson, DBW 1986
Dr. Clarice D. Reid, DBW 1999

Ms. Barbara Bowles, DBW 1998
Judge Willie M. Whiting, DBW 1984
Mrs. Mary Reede

Ms. Yvonne Moody

Mrs. Wanda Boykin

The Reverend Virginia Brown-Nolan
Ms. Tycely Williams

Mr. John Glover, CBCF

Dr. Verna S. Cook

Ms. Iris Drayton

For 26 years Black Women in
Sisterhood for Action, Inc. has
provided educational opportunities
for young black women across
America.

BISA encourages its scholars to

take advantage of every
opportunity, including internships,
externships, and attend

conferences and seminars being
offered at their university or college.

On March 17 and 18, 2006, |
represented BISA at a great college
fair in North Carolina. The 5"
Annual College Round-Up was held
at the Edgecombe Community
College in Tarboro, North Carolina.
Over 1,000 students, parents and
guests attended this event. High
school students and their parents
had the opportunity to meet with
admission and financial aid
representatives of Historically Black
Colleges and Universities (HBCUS).
Students came by the busloads
from as far away as Atlanta,
Baltimore and Philadelphia.

At BISA’'s exhibit booth, students
were provided information about

BISA’'s  scholarship  assistance
program.
The Honorable Judge Glenda

Hatchett (DBW 2004) was the
keynote speaker for the event.
Financial Aid workshops and
motivational speakers were also
part of the program activities for the
high school students.

Special thanks to Mr. Robert
Whitehead, founder of the College
Round-Up for inviting BISA to this
wonderful educational event.

Iris Drayton, Editor

"The Purpose of Life, is a Life of
Purpose", Robert Byrne

BISA
P.O. Box 1592
Washington, DC 20013
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